
That’s Entertainment! 
 
UTS alumni are a talented bunch, making many important contributions to science, 
politics, economics, medicine, law, and academics for almost a century now. UTS has 
also produced some shining stars in the entertainment industry; when we asked our 
alumni to let us know about their accomplishments on film, stage, TV and radio, we 
received a number of fascinating replies.  
 
 
Melvyn (Edouard Hesselberg) Douglas ’18 
Melvyn developed his acting skills in Shakespearean repertory while in his teens. He had 
a long theatre, film and television career as a lead player, stretching from his 1930 
Broadway role in Tonight or Never (opposite his future wife, Helen Gahagan) until just 
before his death in 1982. Coming to prominence in the 1930s as a suave leading man 
(perhaps best typified by his performance in the 1939 romantic comedy Ninotchka with 
Greta Garbo), Douglas later transitioned into more mature and fatherly roles as in his 
Academy Award-winning performances in Hud  (1963) and Being There  (1979). He was 
nominated for a third Academy Award for I Never Sang for my Father (1970); he won an 
Emmy for Do not go Gentle into that Good Night (1967) and a Tony for The Best Man 
(1960). 
 
 
George Douglas (George Lamar Hesselberg) ’20 
Melvyn’s kid brother George entered Form 3B in 1913 when he was 11 years old. 
Although he never achieved his brother’s success as an actor, George started playing 
credited roles in movies in 1938. George’s film and TV niche was Westerns/Action (e.g., 
“Gunsmoke, 1960) and Sci-Fi/Horror (e.g., Attack of the 50 Foot Woman, 1958). 
 
 
 
Mavor Moore ’36 
Mavor was a librettist, composer, actor, director, producer, author, academic, and 
administrator.  He began playwriting at 12, and by 15, he was acting regularly on radio. 
At UTS, he expanded his theatrical range to play Falstaff and Macbeth in school 
productions. At UofT, he was a member of Toronto's University College Players' Guild, 
and drama critic for The Varsity. In 1948 began the infamous satirical revue, Spring 
Thaw, which ran annually until 1971, and became the longest running annual topical 
revue in the world. Mavor served as CBC Television’s first chief producer (1950–1954) 
and executive producer for television at the United Nations (1955–1960). In all, he wrote 
more than 100 works for stage, radio, television and film, including the book lyrics and 
music for Sunshine Town, the book and lyrics for Johnny Belinda and the librettos for 
Louis Applebaum’s opera Erewhon and Harry Somers’s opera Louis Riel. 
 
 
 
 



Gordon Sheppard ’54 
Gordon Sheppard wrote, produced, and directed films, public affairs programs and 
documentaries – including The Most (1962), an examination of Hugh Hefner and Playboy 
Enterprises. The documentary garnered numerous international film festival awards. 
Gordon wrote, produced, and directed the feature film Eliza’s Horoscope (1975), starring 
Academy Award winners Tommy Lee Jones and Lila Kedrova. The movie won five 
Canadian Film Awards (including an award to Sheppard as “Outstanding Canadian 
Filmmaker of the Year”) and a Special Jury Award at Festival of the Americas. He was 
also an author, artist, and photographer, and he collaborated with singer Marie-Claire 
Séguin on the music and lyrics of her album Une femme une planète (1990). Gordon 
Sheppard or the Art of Dying Well premiered at FIFA 2011; this documentary film, shot 
during the last 18 months of Gordon’s life, is “an inspiring, courageous and harrowing 
examination of an artist’s life by looking at a close-up of his death.” 
 
 
Peter Pearson ’57 
Peter is a director, producer, and screenwriter. His movies and television dramas received 
nineteen Canadian Film Awards – more than any other Canadian director – and a slew of 
ACTRA awards. His two most notable features – The Best Damn Fiddler from Calabogie 
to Kaladar (1968) and Paperback Hero (1973) – are landmarks in the English-Canadian 
narrative tradition. “I graduated from UTS in ’57, and as to the question as to whether 
UTS played a part in my career, probably not in ways you might suspect,” Peter stated. “I 
determined I wanted no career where I would ever again wear blue blazers and grey 
flannels. In my dotage, I now run a film club – www.cinemagique.ca – and fill up my 
blog with more movie musings than anyone can be interested in.” 
 
 
Garrick Hagon ’58 
While at UTS and beyond, Garrick worked on TV, radio, and stage. “As a kid, I started at 
the Stratford Shakespeare Festival as Prince of Wales in Alec Guiness’s ‘Richard III’ and 
later, while reading English and History at Trinity College, played at first small then 
larger juvenile roles,” he said. Garrick received the Tyrone Guthrie Award after his sixth 
season at Stratford, and then went to London to work at the Royal Court Theatre Studio 
and teach at LAMDA (London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art) and the Bristol Old 
Vic Theatre School. He has played English and North American roles ever since in many 
films, on stage, radio, and TV. Garrick has remained in the UK with occasional trips back 
to Canada to work at Stratford with the Young Company and at Centre Stage. “No doubt 
plays at UTS (“Twelve Angry Men”, “The Mikado”, and others) spurred me on,” he 
noted.  “We had a great English teacher, Ron McMaster, who directed the plays and 
encouraged us all, though he was always cautious about the possibility of making a living 
in the ‘business’. And from my privileged early start working with Tyrone Guthrie at 
Stratford, I always loved playing Shakespeare, even in class. Of course everything you 
learn contributes to an actor’s life and usefulness and I was always better at doing and 
performing than, say, more academic endeavours. Even all the physical effort to be on the 
football team in spite of my size and lack of prowess stood me in good stead for the more 
strenuous stuff I had to do later in my work.” Sci-fi fans know Garrick as Biggs 



Darklighter from Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope, and he has acted in the Doctor 
Who TV Series in 1972 and 2012. “It has been a good time: I’ve met wonderful 
workmates and been a part of some great teams on stage and in film as well as often 
playing alongside my wife, Liza Ross.” His company, The Story Circle 
(www.thestorycircle.com), produces audiobooks using talented actors from the UK and 
in North America. 
 
 
Stephen Stohn ’66 
John Stephen Stohn has been involved in the music and TV side of the entertainment 
industry since 1975. “At UTS, I was a part of two rock bands – “The Lotus Eaters” and 
“The What Four” – both inspired by The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, and The Kinks. 
The What Four performed at the graduating UTS talent assembly – a rocking version of 
‘I Can’t Get No Satisfaction’. It was that moment in the spotlight that helped inspire me 
in the music side of my career: I went on to co-write two songs that reached the Canadian 
Top-10 [‘Maybe Your Heart’ and ‘Once In A Long Time’] and have a successful career 
as an entertainment lawyer representing many well-known artists,” he explained. He is 
the president of Epitome Pictures and executive producer of Degrassi: The Next 
Generation and Instant Star. Stephen was executive producer of the telecast of The Juno 
Awards for almost 20 years (ending in 2009); during that period, he was a director and 
then chair of the Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences, He was also Chair 
of MusiCounts, a charity that, among other things, distributes musical instruments to 
schools in need. Stephen’s most recent project is the TV series The L.A. Complex. 
Stephen said his career in the entertainment industry has “allowed me to collaborate with 
incredibly talented and creative people to make music and television programs that touch 
other people’s lives in a very positive way.” 
 
 
Jack Roe ’72 
Jack Roe has been in radio since his first year at Trent (1973), when he got involved in 
the university’s radio station. His career has taken him through stints as an on-air disc 
jockey, phone-in show host, public affairs program host, program director of two radio 
stations with the CHUM Group, news director for two radio stations for the CHUM 
Group, associate producer of radio drama with the BBC, weekly correspondent for CBC 
Radio (Ontario Morning show, Radio 1), and news anchor for 680 News in Toronto. He 
continues in the latter two roles currently in conjunction with teaching communications 
on a contract basis at Fleming College in Peterborough; he has also taught Broadcast 
Journalism at Loyalist College in Belleville. “I didn’t start out seeking a career in 
broadcasting, but rather fell into it,” he said. “I had been in a rock band with several 
fellow UTS alumni during school and for a year or so following our graduation. We were 
lucky enough to spend some time in recording studios doing soundtrack music for a 
company called Insight Productions. It was as a result of that studio experience that I 
decided to try becoming a sound engineer and so showed up at Trent Radio to train for 
that job. I showed up on the night, instead, where they were training announcers, so 
thought I might as well give it a try. I never looked back.” Jack has also had a parallel 
career as a stage actor, “mostly non-professional”. He has won six awards in Eastern 



Ontario Drama League festivals, including best actor and best supporting actor, and two 
Theatre Ontario awards, both for acting excellence. “Most recently, the production I have 
been involved in since February (The Mouse House by Robert Ainsworth), won 10 of 16 
awards at the Eastern Ontario Drama Festival in Ottawa in April, and 7 of 17 awards at 
the Theatre Ontario Festival last month in Sault Ste. Marie. This has certainly been the 
highlight of my acting career. I would have to say that my education at UTS was in many 
ways responsible for the career I now enjoy, especially the teachings of Don Gutteridge, 
who taught English during my tenure, and eventually became the school’s principal. It 
was the love of language that Don (and others) taught us and the attention to detail in 
writing and appreciating language and drama that have stood me in such good stead. I go 
back to many of those tenets that Don imparted to us time and again,” he concluded. 
 
Graham Yost ’76 
Graham knew from the age of 18 that he wanted to be a filmmaker. His father, Elwy 
Yost, hosted a weekly film show on TVO. “In our family, everything was about movies 
and books,” he said. His feature film credits include Speed (1994), Broken Arrow (1996), 
Hard Rain (1998), Mission to Mars (2000), and The Last Castle (2001). As a producer, 
Graham won Emmy and Golden Globe Awards for the HBO miniseries From the Earth 
to the Moon; he also garnered an Emmy nomination for writing the episode “Apollo 
One”. He wrote two episodes of the Golden Globe and Emmy Award-winning miniseries 
Band of Brothers, and he won an Emmy Award for the epic miniseries The Pacific. 
Graham is currently the showrunner on Justified, a series based on a character created by 
crime novelist Elmore Leonard. On June 1, Graham visited UTS to address drama and 
American History students. He also sat down for an interview with Root Editor Diana 
Shepherd ’80; this will be available online shortly at www.utschools.ca/alumni. 
 
Steven Westren ’77 
Steven is a Toronto-based TV and movie writer, director, and producer. He has been 
nominated for four Gemini Awards, winning twice (for Fakers in 2011 and My Friend 
Rabbit in 2009). Steve has written for more than 20 TV series, including Almost Naked 
Animals, The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot about That!, Dragon, and The Zack Files. He 
directed the movie The Man in my Microwave (1996) and the TV series Internet Slutts. 
Fakers follows three teenagers from a prestigious private school; the trio create a major 
counterfeiting operation and become drawn into a dangerous underworld where both cops 
and criminals are out to get them. “So much of what I encountered at UTS has informed 
my life since,” he said. “I learned – through osmosis mostly – rigorous thinking, the 
scientific method, a huge respect for… creativity and others’ intelligence.  I also wound 
up best friends with Fred Stinson ’77, with whom I formed the very popular comedy 
juggling act Circus Shmirkus. We performed together for 10 years, before each moving 
on to other sectors. The year before Fred and I launched our act, I was a 
cartoonist/illustrator for the Toronto Star; much of my success in that realm was due to 
the incredible support of UTS’ Don Boutros!  
Proudest moment: in 1984, Circus Shmirkus was the first Canadian team to win a medal 
at the International Jugglers Association Team Championships competition in Las Vegas. 
We got a standing ovation from a crowd of jaded jugglers, and introduced several new 
moves to the art!  



Favourite moment: sitting in a flight to Vancouver, flipping through the TV channels. I 
stopped on the Treehouse channel, to see if anything of mine was playing. Moments later, 
an episode of Dragon (a show on which I was head writer for three years) began, and a 
happy cry of ‘Dragon!!’ went up throughout the plane – from every kid watching 
Treehouse that day. For the last five or six years now, every time I’m on either an Air 
Canada or WestJet flight, I manage to find something I’ve written playing. Don’t know 
why that makes me happy, but it does.” 
 
 
Rick Marin ’80 
Rick Marin has written for TV – the screenplay of his memoir Cad: Confessions of a 
Toxic Bachelor – as well as produced two plays in Los Angeles – Neighborhood Watch 
and The One That Got Away. “I've always been a writer, first a journalist – at Harper's, 
Newsweek and The New York Times – before moving to Los Angeles,” he explained. “I 
credit UTS with nurturing my love of the written word, with a shout out to Nora Maier 
for taking it to another level… As the great Sherwood Schwartz (creator of Gilligan’s 
Island and The Brady Bunch) said to me from his folding chair on the picket line in front 
of Paramount during the writers’ strike, ‘It’s never easy.’ But should doing something 
you love ever be easy?”  
 
 
Eric Fitz ’81 
Eric Fitz is a location sound recordist for drama and documentary productions. During his 
years at UTS and later, when he attended the University of Michigan School of Art and 
then Ryerson’s film program, Eric played in an experimental musical group –“new-wave 
punk industrial electronic noise!” – and began to learn the techniques of audio recording. 
“In those days, all we had were reel-to-reel four-track machines and little Sony cassette 
decks where editing was accomplished with Scotch tape,” he remembered. “Beyond the 
technical skills – which are extremely important – the most integral requirement for work 
on a film set (or on a documentary shoot on a Nepalese mountaintop) is people skills. I 
learned to work co-operatively at UTS, and I also gained a wealth of general knowledge 
and analytical skills that help to keep the discussion lively during the long hours.” When 
asked about career highlights, Eric responded: “It might be the grueling four-day trek 
across the Nunavut winter tundra, surviving on frozen fish and seal meat. It might be the 
challenging months we spent in Rwanda filming Shake Hands with the Devil. It could 
also be the glorious spring I spent in Europe shooting in the factories of companies like 
Braun, Playmobil, and Baccarat. Or it might be the night we survived on a capsized boat 
floating in the Philippine Sea!” Eric has recently started his sixth season of Murdoch 
Mysteries and is working his typical 13-hour days. Of his choice to work in 
entertainment, he said: “It’s been good to me – it ain’t no office job.” 
 
 
Brian Hamilton ’82 
Brian Hamilton’s main hobby at UTS was Super8 movie making; soon after receiving his 
Engineering degree, he concluded that it would be “way more fun” to make a living as a 
filmmaker. “I went back to my hobby and made it a career,” he said. Thirty years later, he 



is still having a “fantastic time” in the film/TV business – now working as a managing 
partner in a busy entertainment company (Omnifilm Entertainment), focusing on 
documentary and dramatic TV series. “One of my vivid memories from UTS was getting 
permission from our English teacher, Nora Maier, to produce a Super8 film instead of a 
written book report for one of our big assignments,” he remembered. “Working closely 
with more than a dozen classmates, I managed to produce a filmed re-enactment of 
Selected Scenes from Huckleberry Finn, which we screened for the class to everyone’s 
great amusement. Because the film had no sound track, we had to read the dialogue out 
loud as it was being projected, and that made the screening even more hilarious.” (You 
can view the film at www.youtube.com/watch?v=Do9AAdRSaVM.) Brian started out as 
a documentary editor and then filmmaker, and is now focusing primarily on scripted TV 
series. His current projects include Arctic Air, which had a record-breaking premiere 
recently on CBC, and Ice Pilots, a top-rated documentary series set in Canada’s far north. 
“Career highlights for me so far include working with internationally renowned networks 
such as HBO and Discovery Channel, and even more important, having the privilege to 
work with a wonderful array of talented people, from writers to performers to musicians 
and directors,” he said. “The well-rounded education I received at UTS prepared me well. 
Film/TV project ideas can be drawn from any area of study, from science to politics to 
literary arts, so having an appreciation and understanding of a variety of academic topics 
has been very valuable. Since my work often involves writing up and pitching new ideas, 
I am still grateful on a daily basis for the very high standard of written expression that 
UTS required of every student. We were also trained in leadership skills (whether we 
realized it at the time or not), and in a business where even the smallest project involves 
dozens of creative people contributing, these skills are essential. I still feel lucky to be 
‘playing at my hobby’ every day with a group of colleagues I admire and respect.” 
 
 
 
Dave Auster ’86 
Dave Auster became interested in putting on plays while at UTS; the stage crew “was a 
huge part” of his extracurricular life. “The broad education I received at UTS helped lay 
the groundwork for me to be able to communicate with writers, performers, musicians 
and all the varied artists who collaborate to stage a live production,” he stated. Dave had 
the opportunity to go to New York City with a Broadway musical (Buddy: The Buddy 
Holly Story), and he was based in NYC until this year. “During this time I had the 
opportunity to work on musicals, plays and special events on Broadway, on tour around 
North America, and in London, Australia, Japan, Brazil and the Caribbean.” This spring, 
Dave returned to Ontario to become the producer of the Stratford Shakespeare Festival. 
“I have occasionally had the extraordinary experience of meeting a person who has 
created work that I have studied,” he said. “For example, I had the good fortune to work 
on Broadway productions of several of Tom Stoppard’s plays, and I could never be in a 
room with him without remembering the first time we were assigned to read Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead at UTS. I also was astonished to meet Pete Townshend 
during work on the tour of The Who’s Tommy, especially since the band I played in at 
UTS had played his songs!” Dave believes there is “something magical” about the 
collaboration needed to mount a show. “All the best preparation in the world can’t 



determine what will happen when a group of artists goes into a room to rehearse a new 
production – sometimes the outcome is transcendent, and sometimes uninspired, but 
always unpredictable. And each performance has a similarly ephemeral quality, which 
allows the company and the audience to share an experience that is unique to them. For 
me, the excitement to see what will happen never gets old.” 
 
 
Lisa Valencia-Svensson (Lisa Swenson) ’86 
Lisa Valencia-Svensson has been producing documentaries in Toronto since 2005. “In 
my early 30s when I was trying to really finally figure out what I wanted to be when I 
grew up, somehow I finally settled upon documentary film producing,” she 
explained. “My time at UTS did not really play a part in my decision, though I realized 
later that during Career Days I had chosen to spend my time at a documentary production 
company!” At UTS, Lisa learned how to “survive in a competitive environment”; she 
also noted that her “year of being in charge of the weekly school assemblies was very 
much a producer-in-training period for me.” Her first feature-length documentary, 
Herman's House, had its Canadian premiere at Hot Docs in Toronto in May 2012. “Our 
opening night at Hot Docs was at the TIFF Bell Lightbox, and we had a rockin’ 
celebratory reception there afterwards.” Regarding her move into the entertainment 
industry, Lisa said that: “It feels like this where I'm supposed to be and what I'm 
supposed to do. It’s a hard industry to survive in, and I am very much a minority as a 
woman of colour, a lesbian, and a politically progressive person… There is a great need 
for a wider range of viewpoints and perspectives in our media and in our cultural 
storytelling, because only once people truly understand other people's realities do they 
start to feel committed to work for a more just and equitable world.” 
 
 
Ben Carlson ’87 

Ben is currently in his fifth season at Stratford, playing “Benedick” in Much Ado about 
Nothing and “Captain Fluellen” in Henry V. Ben has worked throughout Canada and the 
United States. He spent 12 seasons at the Shaw Festival, appearing in Man and Superman, 
The Return of the Prodigal, and All My Sons, among others. At the Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, he played the title roles in Hamlet and Macbeth. Ben has also worked in film and 
TV; credits include The Firm, Rookie Blue, Warehouse 13, Grey Gardens, Angela’s Eyes, 
Slings and Arrows, The 11th Hour, Hemingway vs. Callaghan, and My Dog Vincent. In 
2001, he received the Dora Mavor Moore Award (outstanding performance by a male) 
for The Doll House; in 2007, he won the Joseph Jefferson Award for his portrayal of the 
title role in Hamlet.  
 
 
James Cheng ’88 
James Cheng has been involved in the entertainment (sketch-comedy) industry since 
2006. As a result his comedic stage work, he was scouted to play a lead role in a short 
romantic-comedy, The Magic Charm, which premieres at the Reel Asian Film Festival in 
November 2012.  James confessed that he had dreamed of becoming an actor since he 
was a young child. “I didn’t know how this would take shape, but UTS played a role in 



allowing me to explore this in English class and with Improv extra-curricular,” he said. “I 
remember our Grade 13 English class with Nora Maier incorporated readings of plays 
and text – something that allowed me to explore the written word in a live format. Also, 
the UTS Improv club fostered creativity and leadership outside the classroom.” James 
said that his all-Asian comedy troupe, Asiansploitation, is working to fill a niche in both 
Asian and mainstream Canadian society. “While making audiences laugh is the number-
one goal… connecting with our audiences while maintaining a positive Asian lens is 
important; we are working against stereotypes to bring new perspectives not often 
reflected in the media.” 
 
 
Alycia Rossiter ’89 
In 1995, Alycia Rossiter had finished a Masters in museum studies and “a couple of gigs” 
at the Smithsonian and the AGO. “The elevated culture of the museum world fit my UTS 
sensibilities, but in truth it was very censoring, formal, and underpaid,” she recalled. She 
left that world to start at the bottom as a production assistant in Toronto on a feature film 
called Murder at 1600. After moving to Los Angeles, Alycia worked in development 
hiring writers and directors for TV shows such as ER, The West Wing, and Third Watch. 
Alycia found her niche in producing reality competition shows when ABC enlisted her to 
work on their hit, The Bachelor. “Now, I run the show and its spin-offs: The Bachelorette 
and Bachelor Pad,” she said. “I am not the creator, but I run the show for him – from 
casting, to developing dates, to shooting them around the world, and producing the edit. I 
was always a sucker for romance and travel; now, it’s how I make my living. I make 42 
hours of prime-time TV a year.” Alycia says she was always fascinated by popular 
culture, “much to the dismissal and dismay of my teachers at UTS. I am so glad that I got 
a classical education as it informs my daily storytelling at all levels, but UTS in the 80s 
did not encourage careers in the arts at all.  It was more like: doctor, lawyer, professor – 
pick one.”  She credits UTS with helping her to believe that she was smart. “Hollywood 
is cut-throat and to get attention you have to be good looking or smart, or if you are 
lucky, both. Connections are great, but you are nothing in this town if you don’t have 
drive or if you don’t believe in yourself. Creative endeavor is subjective and you have to 
really stand up for your own work since there are no rules in determining its merit,” she 
concluded. 
 
 
Tosan Lee ’92 
Tosan Lee is CEO and co-founder of All TV: a Korean TV specialty service broadcasting 
across Canada. “While we are a for-profit corporation, we are very pleased and privileged 
to be serving our local Korean community in Canada,” said Tosan. “We consider 
ourselves leaders of our community and accept the responsibilities of this position.” He 
co-founded All TV with his father and brother in 2000 and launched the service in 2001. 
Although he said that UTS didn’t play a specific role in his decision to go into broadcast 
media, he regards UTS as the “foundation for critical thinking that helps in all stages.” 
All TV recently applied to the CRTC for a licence to operate an FM radio station at 88.1. 
“Our goal was to create an English-language radio station focused on East Asian and 



South East Asian Canadians,” he said. “I truly believe that if successful, we will reshape 
Toronto’s radio landscape to be more reflective of its current and future population.” 
 
 
Tim Lindsay ’04 
Tim Lindsay is a sound designer and technician for live theatre. “It was something I was 
fascinated by from a very young age, but working on UTS Stage Crew and particularly 
on our Grad Project (with Jon Bright, Alyssa Mackenzie & Kat Sandler to produce a new 
musical they co-wrote) certainly encouraged me to take the plunge and turn pro,” he said. 
“It was through the encouragement of great arts teachers at UTS that I found the will to 
follow my passion.” For eight years, Tim has worked on stages all around Ontario “plus 
Montreal and Winnipeg”. “I am very proud and honoured to have worked with some of 
my heroes, and to be creating theatre with wonderful friends and artistically superb 
colleagues. It’s not the most lucrative career financially, but I’m very happy to be living 
my dream!” 
 
 
Ricky Kuperman ’07 and Jeff Kuperman ’08  
Brothers Ricky and Jeff work in the theater, dance, and film industries – their work often 
combines all three of these disciplines. Within these three categories, they have worked 
interchangeably as directors, choreographers, and performers – both as actors and 
dancers. (For an overview of their work in the arts and entertainment, take a look at 
www.kupermanbrothers.com.) “Throughout high school and university we were involved 
in professional productions, both as performers and creators, and now that we’ve 
graduated, these types of projects have become our focus instead of something that we 
complete in addition to our academic commitments. For us, UTS helped to cultivate a 
spirit of exploration and of risk, whether it was by giving the students control of a full 
theatrical production, such as the annual culture show, or offering courses with inspiring 
teachers that pushed students artistically.  Because so many students were excelling in so 
many diverse artistic disciplines, UTS made it seem like pursuing a career in the arts was 
a viable and important option. 
 
“UTS was a crucial step in our development as artists. In the same way that a liberal arts 
education at the university level has been a great fit for our careers,” they said. “The 
education we received at UTS helped to foster a creativity and intellectual curiosity that 
guides all of the work that we do. What’s unique about the UTS experience is not only 
the enriched material that we learned in the classroom, but the amount of responsibility 
that was entrusted to us by the administration.  Ricky was his class’s deputy school 
captain, and Jeff was a house prefect, so both of us had an active role in shaping the 
experience of the student body and the culture of the school.  It seems that by the time S6 
rolls around, every willing student is able to act in some leadership capacity, building 
teamwork, drive, initiative, and communication skills with not only their peers, but also 
with professionals who might seem intimidating to reach out to when you’re only a 
teenager.  All of these skills are instrumental for a career in the arts and 
entertainment.  Especially at this early stage of our careers, when a significant portion of 



our work is self-produced, we look back at the experiences we had at UTS as leaders and 
appreciate the confidence that we developed in these capacities. 
 
 “We were involved in the entertainment industry from a young age, performing in dance 
productions, TV commercials, and films,” they continued. “Since moving to the States 
for university, most of our work has been performed in New York City, though we’ve 
done guest performances throughout the US. In New York, we have worked with a 
theater company called Sightline since 2010.   
 
“These last few years have been a busy and exciting start to our careers. We’re very 
proud of an early theater collaboration with Sightline – called One Arm and a Leg – that 
ran at some notable downtown theaters in New York City and was received favorably by 
the press. Other career highlights include Ricky performing at the Joyce Theater with the 
Steps on Broadway Repertory Ensemble and his recent membership in and work with 
Alison Chase/Performance, the new company of iconic US choreographer and Pilobolus 
co-founder Alison Chase. For Jeff, he recently re-mounted his thesis play, Roll!, at a 
theater festival in New York, and was awarded the Louis Sudler Prize, the highest honour 
for artistic achievement at Princeton University. We’re also proud of our first short film, 
In a Moment, which premiered in Manhattan and has since screened internationally at 
festivals across the United States, Canada, Mexico, South America, and Europe. We’re 
excited now to begin work on our next commission, the creation of a new dance-theater 
piece about Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring.” 
 
The brothers have been thrilled with the constant support that the UTS community has 
shown them, “whether it be emails of excitement and encouragement when we are 
presenting a new work, or even donating to a project’s fundraising campaign,” they 
concluded. “We’re grateful and proud to be a part of this community.” 
 
 
Editor’s Note: This article was compiled from responses to our request for submissions. 
Are we missing anyone? If so, please let us know so we can add them to this website 
article! 
 
We are happy to share the following items which were received in response to our 
call for further submissions: 
 
Eric Kert ’80 
Eric Kert has been working in the international concert business for over 22 years, where 
he currently acts as Executive Vice President, Business & Legal Affairs for Live Nation 
Global Touring, the world’s largest concert promoter. After starting as an entertainment 
lawyer at Goodmans, one of Canada’s premier law firms, he moved in-house in 1990 to 
BCL Entertainment Corp., the Canadian concert, theatre and merchandise powerhouse 
run by renowned concert promoters Michael Cohl and Bill Ballard. Eric managed all of 
the business and legal affairs for BCL and its successor companies, overseeing 
sophisticated entertainment deals including for touring, recording, merchandise, 
sponsorship, broadcast and the internet. In this and his current capacity for Live Nation, 



Eric has helped manage many of the top grossing concert tours of all time, including 
numerous tours by The Rolling Stones, U2, Madonna, Pink Floyd, Lady Gaga, The 
Police, Neil Young and Barbra Streisand. “UTS helped me to think analytically and 
problem solve,” Eric said, “But when I told Mick it’s all because of UTS, he furrowed his 
brow and said ‘I think there’s a vaccine for that’”. 
 
Karla Bobadilla ’89 
Karla Bobadilla is an entertainment lawyer working primarily in film, television, and 
digital media at Lewis Birnberg Hanet in Toronto. “When I look back at my experience at 
UTS, I know that my choice of career was influenced positively – not only by the 
academics, but also by a dynamic creative environment,” she said. She remembers UTS 
as a “wonderfully encouraging and inspiring school” that nurtured ability in and love for 
the visual arts.  “Don Boutros was most certainly a significant influence in my life and I 
felt very lucky to have art classes until grade 13… Recalling the trips to the Scarborough 
Bluffs to draw and paint, the opportunities to attend live drawing sessions after school, 
the smell of the darkroom chemicals – these are all memories that influenced my wanting 
to work in the cultural sector.” Karla volunteers in the cultural sector as the chair of the 
Board of the Toronto Reel Asian International Film Festival and as a member on the 
Board of WorkInCulture, which supports the HR needs and the development of Ontario’s 
arts and cultural community. “So while I spend much of my time reading, drafting, and 
negotiating contracts, I get to help others make great movies and television series and put 
on film festivals that others (including my kids) can enjoy,” she said. “I feel lucky to live 
in Toronto where culture is celebrated and to have had a high school experience that was 
so supportive of the arts.” 
 
 
Ghen Laraya Long ’90 
 

I am an entertainment and technology attorney in Los 
Angeles-- my official title is "VP Technology, Women in 
Film". WIF is an organization with a two-fold mission: to 
provide opportunities at the highest levels for women in the 
entertainment industry and also to preserve the legacy of the 
amazing women who have gone before.  I'm so honored to 
be part of an organization that truly makes a difference in an 
industry that I am so passionate about.  
I love entertainment and technology law - my very niche 
practice which involves digital distribution (online and 
mobile) of traditional media is very rewarding as I get to 

meet and work with amazing women in all aspects of the industry.   
 
I graduated from Western with an honours degree in French Language and Literature. I've 
always loved school which definitely is something I took away from UTS, so I then 
decided on law school and was thinking of becoming an international lawyer combining 
my love of languages (which was inspired by Sra Pereira-Castillo - thanks to her I am a 
polyglot speaking English, French, Spanish, German and Italian) with my love of school. 



When I was at UTS, my brother was an actor and during law school I realized that 
intellectual property and entertainment law were what interested me most in terms of the 
legal world. 
 
My UTS education definitely prepared me for my career. Through various activities, such 
as sports (I have clients who are professional athletes); music (I have musician clients); 
SOMA (I have dealt with international deals and both public and private sector legal 
issues); and theatre (among other things, I was in Oliver) – I know how to produce 
entertainment content. It’s also helpful on the creative "counselling side" of my work as 
an attorney and board member for the LA chapter of Women in Film. I was also a 
member of Toronto's Young People's Theatre.  At UWO for undergrad I performed in 
Gilbert & Sullivan musicals and several plays and produced the internship gala in 
Brussels, Belgium in 1999 when I was on the Internship Committee for the European 
Commission. When I moved to Silicon Valley to work at Yahoo I began working in 
"technotainment" law. From there I moved to Los Angeles and worked for a Japanese 
animation company, then a mobile phone/multi-media company, then CBS Corporation. 
 
I really enjoyed meeting Stephen Fry as I accepted the award (see pic) on behalf of the 
CBS Mobile team for best mobile video application at the international mobile 
technology conference 3GSM in Barcelona. I was also part of the team nominated for one 
of the first Outstanding Interactive Television Emmys in 2008 for our work on the CBS 
TV show Big Brother. 


